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Minutes of the Combe Martin Parish Council Meeting, 
held on 9th February 2026 at 7pm at Combe Martin Community Centre.

Present: Cllrs. Seldon (Chairman), Cass, Galloway, Lethaby, Optix, Richards, and Worth.
Also in attendance: DCC Cllr. Davis, Andrew Wyer (Clerk) and 19 members of the public.
Before the meeting started Jess Giblett gave a summary of the work being done by the North Devon Coast National Landscape (formerly AONB) team to halt the decline of species numbers in the area. This will involve Nature Recovery Plans for each area. Combe Martin and Ilfracombe are being considered one area, and the team are looking for community involvement. More information can be found on the “Finding Nature’s Footprints” project page on the North Devon Coast National Landscape website.

196/25 Apologies – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Masters, Smallridge, and Watkins.
197/25 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Lethaby declared that as a District Councillor, the views he gives (and how he votes) at this meeting will not necessarily be the same as he does at a District Council meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk156291371]198/25 Public Participation questions (with any answers in brackets):
Is there an update on the warning signs that were going to be placed at the bottom of Adams Hay because for the increased number of children moving to/from the play area? (Clerk acknowledged that this had slipped off his “to do” list and apologised. He will get right on it.) 
Please can EVERYBODY respond to the current consultation on the libraries? We face opening hours being reduced to two part days per week (just 6 hours). (The Council have submitted a very strongly worded response already.)
A resident of Comer Lane had emailed in advance of the meeting identifying the lack of coordinated water management in the lane. (Cllr. Lethaby agreed to meet on site to discuss the issues and potential solutions.)
The spikes in water polution which had contributed to the reduction in the bathing quality award for the beach have now been analysed and the results show the polution came from dog faeces. Can the Council continue to lobby NDC to send enforcement officers to Combe Martin beach in the summer to enforce the Dog Ban? (The Clerk was able to announce that two full time staff members were being trained by NDC so that they would become enforcement officers.)
199/25 Minutes – The Minutes for the Council meeting held on Monday 12th January 2026 were approved and signed. 
200/25 Clerks Report – The report had been distributed prior to the meeting. The Clerk also wanted to draw attention to the public consultation on Local Government Reorganisation, which had just started. The 5 alternative plans for Devon were summarised for Councillors and that they (and everyone else) were encouraged to go onto the DevonLGR.co.uk website to have their say.  The Clerk’s report was then noted.
201/25 County Cllr & District Cllr reports – The County Cllr report had been distributed ahead of the meeting and is attached to the Minutes as Appendix A.
The District Councillor want to bring to the Councils attention that the cessation of the Trade Waste service had been reversed. The service will be run at a price which breaks even (rather than the losses the service had been run at), which will impact on the prices that businesses will have to pay. 
202/25 NDC planning – None 
203/25 Exmoor NPA – None
204/25 Planning Correspondence – None
205/25 Finance – The Council reviewed the list of invoices to be paid and then they approved these payments, totalling £19,383.14
206/25 Finance – The Council noted the “Receipts” and “Payments” for January.
207/25 Finance – The Council wished to express its gratitude for the gift of £10,000 in the will of Janet Irwin. The money will be put into the “Play Area” earmarked reserve to be spent when required, as requested in the will. It was resolved to instruct the Clerk to publicly post the Councils gratitude and welcome any other legacy gifts people wanted to make.
208/25 Wood Lane Update –The Clerk reported that planning permission had been granted for the workman's shed and the “Men in Sheds” unit. He had priced up the orchard, and the 30 trees would cost £14.99 each. The building is likely to cost in the region of £30,000. The clerk has tried to get comparable quotes but only one company had come back to him and their price was £40,000. The cheaper price was the one that had been budgeted for and would be erected by a local company, so Council resolved to go ahead and pay the deposit (£6912 inc VAT).
209/25 Biodiversity Policy –The Council resolved to adopt the new policy and the associated Action Plan.
[bookmark: _Int_UxgqiYGa]210/25 Trade Waste and NDC Recycling – The Clerk had been going to report the decision by NDC to reverse their cancellation of the Trade Waste service, but this had already been reported by the District Councillor in his report. The Clerk will update Council once NDC bring their new service terms to the Council. The Clerk then reported that NDC Recycling had been contacted about the mess and damage being caused by the recycling team putting dumpy bags from their collections on the grass at the Coach Park (High Street Car park).
[bookmark: _Hlk192510125]211/25 Benches at Parade Car Park –The Council resolved to approve the first two requests for a memorial bench at Parade Car Park. Until the works have been completed it is not known if there will be space for any other benches.
[bookmark: _Hlk216094525]212/25 Correspondence –The Council noted the correspondence: 
a. SWW works 2nd Feb – 13th Mar 
b. SWW works 24th Feb – 27th Feb
213/25 Date of next meeting – Monday 9th March 2025 at 7pm

The meeting closed at 8:40pm.
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