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Draft minutes of the Combe Martin Parish Council Meeting, 
held on 13th April 2026 at 7pm at Combe Martin Community Centre.

Present: Cllrs. Seldon (Chairman), Cass, Corner, Lethaby (part), Masters, Molloy, Optix, Richards, Smallridge, and Worth.
Also in attendance: DCC Cllr. Davis, Andrew Wyer (Clerk) and 17 members of the public.
238/25 Apologies – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Galloway and from Cllr. Lethaby who would be late and had to leave part way through. 
239/25 Declarations of Interest – The Clerk on behalf of Cllr Lethaby declared that as a District Councillor, the views he gives (and how he votes) at this meeting will not necessarily be the same as he does at a District Council meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk156291371]240/25 Public Participation questions (with any answers in brackets):
Does the Parish Council have any views on the proposed on-street parking changes? 
(The Council were FOR the removal of restrictions along the main road and understood that the side road restrictions relate to refuse lorries (and therefore emergency services) being unable to access the road. Two short term spaces behind the Community Centre are dangerous. Access to Cormelles is often a battle between cars unable to get in/out.) (Residents at the meeting were mostly from the side roads affected and were for the proposed changes.)
(Cllr Lethaby arrived 19:03)
Who would be responsible if a car coming down Adam’s Hay crashed into the riverside wall? (The wall belongs to Devon County Council, and they would ensure that the vehicle insurance paid for the repairs).
Are there any other areas in the village suitable for car parking? (We are actively looking to increase our car park spaces).
Would the Council consider hosting a “Children’s Council”, where children could raise issues? (Yes. Contact the Clerk and he will help get it set up).
Councillors are invited to a walk and talk at West Challacombe Manor on Tuesday 21st to view tributary improvement plans. (Thank you, individual Councillors will attend if available. CMPC welcomes tributary improvement works but is still concerned about the National Trust’s land management strategies, especially on “farmland”.)
Concern was raised about the worldwide fertiliser situation given the situation in the Straight of Hormuz. (Not something CMPC can manage or influence.)
241/25 Minutes – The Minutes for the Council meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 were approved and signed. 
242/25 Clerks Report – The report had been distributed prior to the meeting and was noted.
243/25 County Cllr & District Cllr reports – The County Cllr report had been distributed ahead of the meeting and is attached to the Minutes as Appendix A.
The District Councillor reported that there was nothing Combe Martin related happening at North Devon Council for him to pass on.
244/25 Order of Business – It was resolved to vary the order of business by bringing the two Football Club forward to save the Football Club representatives having to wait. 
245/25 Football Lease – The Lease is waiting for the Football Club to re-sign one document which had become out of date. Once this is done the Lease will be complete.
246/25 MUGA Pitch – Alex Coupland explained that the Football Club are keen for the new Lease to be completed, as it allows them to apply for more grants towards the MUGA pitch build. Various sports (other than football) can use the MUGA pitch, so may be able contribute.
The actual work is planned to be done in 3 phases. The 1st phase is the digging out – with the ground then grassed and fenced off – allowing it to be safe and useable until the funds are in place to build the MUGA surface. The dug-out material will be removed from Hollands Park.
Cllr Lethaby left at 19:39
247/25 NDC planning – The Council reviewed and resolved to support the following application:
81563 Alterations and extension to dwelling Highview, King Street, Combe Martin, Devon, EX34 0DA.
[bookmark: _Hlk226997453]248/25 Exmoor NPA – The Council reviewed and resolved to support the following applications:
EXM/26/052/VOC - Proposed loft Conversion to include new staircase to the rear, without complying with condition 2 (plans) of approved application 62/19/22/004 (amended plans).
249/25 Finance – The Council reviewed the list of invoices to be paid and then they approved these payments, totalling £361.49. The Cleck explained that he had processed an additional payment run towards the end of March; to minimise the value of invoices being carried over into the new financial year. (This is in line with Financial Regulations.)
250/25 Finance – The Council noted the “Receipts” and “Payments” for March.
251/25 De-Fib Grant – The Council resolved to purchase 3 new cabinets for the defibrillators. It further resolved to make a grant of £1000 towards the upkeep of the village defibrillators.
252/25 Newberry Shelter – Councillor Worth confirmed that the new shelter had now been installed. Cllr Galloway had sent a note wishing to report that the shelter was being well used and appreciated.
253/25 Men in Sheds – Cllr Cass explained that initially they would need 3 “Officers” for the new Charity. It was resolved that these would be Cllrs Cass and Smallridge with the Clerk acting as Treasurer. These officers would then hand over to the actual officers at the first AGM. Cllr Cass confirmed that the Ilfracombe Men in Sheds project had offered to share their documentation for the Combe Martin project to copy/amend. The Council further resolved that the charity would have a £1 per year lease, with the Council organising the building insurance. Cllr Cass confirmed that although the project was known as Men-in-Sheds it was absolutely, open to all. 
254/25 DALC Cluster – The Council noted the idea but did not wish to get involved at this time.




255/25 Cormelles Car Park – The Council resolved to decline to proposal to allow the car park to be used as a trial for ANPR parking management, specifically citing the likelihood of “reputational damage” to the Council given the issues/complaints received about existing schemes.
256/25 NDC Trade Waste – The Council resolved to site commercial waste bins on the slipway for rubbish and to explore ways to include recycling services when practical.
Cllr Lethaby rejoined the meeting 20:20
257/25 Correspondence –The Clerk explained that he had attended the Bathing Water Quality meeting, and that it had been very interesting. He had used a recorder and allowed A.I. software to summarise what had been discussed during each hour. Apart from a couple of spelling mistakes eg. where the software didn’t know of the “Pack of Cards” Inn, it had done a very good job. The Council noted the correspondence: 
· A.I. Generated notes from the Water Quality Meeting at CC on 01/04
 Hour 1 Hour 2
258/25 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 11th May 2026 - Annual Parish Meeting 6pm at Community Centre 
Monday 11th May 2026 - Annual Council Meeting 7pm at Community Centre


[bookmark: _Hlk192510125][bookmark: _Hlk216094525]The meeting closed at 8:24pm.
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