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Minutes of the Combe Martin Parish Council Meeting, 
held on 13th July 2026 at 7pm at Combe Martin Community Centre.

Present: Cllrs. Seldon (Chairman), Corner, Lethaby, Masters, Molloy, Richards, Smallridge, Watkins, and Worth.
Also in attendance: Andrew Wyer (Clerk) and 5 members of the public.
037/26 Apologies – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs. Optix. Apologies were also sent from DCC Cllr Davis.
038/26 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Lethaby declared that as a District Councillor, the views he gives (and how he votes) at this meeting will not necessarily be the same as he does at a District Council meeting. 
039/26 Public Participation questions (with any answers in brackets):
[bookmark: _Hlk156291371]What is happening with the Allotments? (These will be allocated once the building work at Wood Lane has been completed.)
Thank you for the fantastic new shelter at Newberry (Thanks should go to the Lovering family who paid for it!)
Are the Council aware of the Data Centre being planned for the Torridge area? 
When will the Local Government Reorganisation decision be made? (The decision is likely to be announced next week.) 
There has been so little publicity or consultation that many people are unaware that NDC is going to be abolished. (CMPC agrees and is concerned about how planning is likely to be administered in the future.)
Have you heard about Climate Mayors?
We should be making provision to ensure the country can grow the food it needs.
040/26 Minutes – The Minutes for the Council meeting held on Monday 8th June 2026 were approved and signed. 
041/26 Clerks Report – The report had been distributed prior to the meeting and was noted. The Council resolved to make the recommended payments from Earmarked Reserves.
042/26 County Cllr & District Cllr reports – Cllr. Davis (DCC) had sent her report, and it had been distributed to Councillors ahead of the meeting. It is attached as Appendix 1.
Cllr Lethaby restated that the LGR decision is likely to be next week, with a meeting for Clerks and Councillors on 30th July.
043/26 NDC planning – The Council reviewed and resolved to support the following applications: 
81415 – Removal of wall/part of front garden to create off road parking. Lilacs King Street, Combe Martin, Devon, EX34 0BS.
[bookmark: _Hlk226997453]044/26 Exmoor NPA: None
045/26 Planning Decisions: None
046/26 Finance – The Council reviewed the list of invoices to be paid and then they approved these payments, totalling £26051.76.
047/25 Finance – The Council noted the “Receipts”, “Payments”, and “Dashboard” for June.
048/25 Councillor Vacancy – The Clerk confirmed that no election had been called. Two people have expressed an interest in the vacancy. The Council resolved that the vacancy would be filled at the September meeting. Anyone wishing to be considered should get the relevant paperwork from the Clerk ahead of that meeting.
049/26 Football Club Lease – The Council resolved that all of the ongoing costs/responsibilities currently paid for by the Council should be transferred to the Football Club. 
050/26 Temporary Parking – Cllr Worth explained that he was exploring the possibility of paying the school to allow certain annual permit holders to park there during the school holiday – freeing up 10 spaces in Kiln Car Park to be used by tourists and generating additional funds for the school.
051/26 Date of next meeting – Monday 14th September 2026 - Council meeting 7pm at Community Centre 
052/26 Exclusion of Press & Public - The Council resolved to exclude the press and public for the following item due to the likelihood of disclosure of confidential information.
053/26 Complaint from Tenant – The Council discussed the complaint and the steps already taken to address the issue raised. It was resolved to write to all the residents of the property.


[bookmark: _Hlk192510125][bookmark: _Hlk216094525]The meeting closed at 7:55pm.

Appendix 1

Combe Martin Parish Council
County Councillor Report
June 2026
Local Government Reorganisation & Devolution
We are currently awaiting the Minister of State's decision regarding the structural future of local government in Devon. Following the completion of the government's statutory consultation in March, central government is evaluating five distinct proposals aimed at moving away from our current two-tier system toward single-tier unitary authorities. Alongside this reorganisation, Devon’s leaders continue to discuss a broader devolution push to secure enhanced funding and powers for the region. We anticipate a definitive decision from the government on the chosen unitary structure this summer. (it could even be this week….) 
Highways Maintenance & Priorities
DCC’s operational focus remains on safeguarding vital services while managing tight financial pressures. For our rural parishes, pothole repairs and overgrown roadside vegetation are the primary summer challenges. To ensure safety defects are assessed quickly, residents are strongly encouraged to report non-urgent highways issues directly online so they can be integrated into our localised repair schedules.
How to Contact DCC Highways
Standard Reports (Potholes, overgrown visibility splays, blocked drains)
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem/
Phone/email 0345 155 1004 
 ⁠csc.roads@devon.gov.uk
Emergency line; 0345 155 1004 (Standard Hours) 
 0345 155 1008 (Out of Hours)


Andrea Davis
County Councillor 
Combe Martin Rural
Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk
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